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PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

Dear Sir, 

These preliminary remarks accompany a request for continued examination (RCE) in the 
above-referenced case. On January 4 th , 2002 Applicants filed an Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS). Thereafter Applicants received an Office Action dated March 22, 2002. 
However, the Office Action did not contain 1) a copy of the IDS indicating whether the reference 
cited therein was considered by the Examiner nor 2) an indication from the Examiner whether the 
prior art in the related earlier application Serial No. 08/572,481 has been reviewed as required by 
M.P.E.P. § 2001.06(b). On June 24 th , 2002 Applicants sent an amendment replying to the Office 
Action and stating that the Applicants have not received a copy of the IDS nor an indication from 
the Examiner whether the prior art in the related earlier application Serial No. 08/572,481 has 
been reviewed. Applicants thereafter received a Notice of Allowance Dated September 16 th , 
2002. The Notice of Allowance did not contain a copy of the IDS indicating whether the 
reference cited therein was considered by the Examiner. As such, Applicants have no evidence 
as to whether or not the references were considered. Applicants, believe, and have received no 
indication from the Office to the contrary, that the IDS filed on January 4, 2002 was correctly 
filed and should have been considered by the Office. The Notice of Allowance also did not 
contain an indication from the Examiner whether the prior art in the related earlier application 
Serial No. 08/572,481 has been reviewed. As stated in § 2001.06(b) "no separate citation of the 
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same prior art need be made in the later application," and therefore these reference should have 



been considered by the Office. 

Applicants are therefore filing this RCE in order to ensure that a correct file history exists 
for this patent application and that the file history accurately reflects that all references have been 
considered by the Examiner. As such, Applicants are filing herewith for consideration an IDS 
containing the reference filed in the IDS filed January 4 th , 2002 and the references cited by either 
the Applicants or the Examiner in the parent case. Applicants are also citing in this IDS several 
additional references. 

Since the claims currently pending in this application have previously been examined and 
allowed in the parent application, applicants request allowance of all pending claims. Applicants 
also request that the Examiner initial the cited references listed on the enclosed IDS and return 
that list with the next communication. In view of the history of this application, applicants 
respectfully request early consideration of this Application. 

If there are any outstanding issues, the Examiner is invited to call applicants' attorney at 
908-582-2188 to discuss this application. 
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